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FOREWORD

HE British Drama League Community Theatre Festival takes

place annually in response to an invitation by the League to

. Amateur Dramatic Societies throughout the country that they
should each prepare a short play, or plays, with very special care and submit
the result to expert criticism. By so doing, amateurs assert their faith
in Drama as being something more than a “ passing show,” and proclaim
their desire to improve themselves in one of the most difficult of the Arts.

At each stage of the Festival, which is open to teams of every kind both
in cities, towns and villages, an Adjudicator is provided from Headquarters
whose duty it is to view the performances in reference to a standard laid
down beforehand and, at the conclusion of the performance, to criticise the
work presented in the presence of the audience. The standard of marking
is printed on the third page of this cover, and provides a general indication
both of the aims of the Festival and of the qualities of play-production
and choice, which are regarded as of prime importance.

As a result of the adjudication, and without detriment to the Festival
spirit, a process of elimination takes place at each stage of the Festival
whereby five teams are chosen to appear in the Final Festival in London,
in May, 1937, in competition for the Howard de Walden Cup. Each of
these teams will represent‘ one of the five Areas into which the country is
divided, and these Areas are again sub-divided into divisional and prelim-
inary festivals. The atmosphere of the Festival throughout is thus an
atmosphere of friendly emulation, but its fundamental aim is similar to the
League itself: to assist the development of the art of the Theatre and to
promote a right relation between Drama and the life of the community.

It will be seen that the amateurs who take advantage of this test join up
with fellow-amateurs in a common effort, and each learns from the others
as well as from the critic. The audiences find their attitude towards the
Drama to be quickened, and their interest and—most important of all—
their own critical faculty to be strengthened. Thus the whole community
takes part in‘an event rightly termed a “ Festival of Drama.”
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FRENCH’S

Established 1830.

PLAYS

FOR

AMATEURS

1937 EDITIONS—JUST PUBLISHED

THE GUIDE TO SELECTING PLAYS. Price is.3d. post paid.
THE COMPLETE CATALOGUE. Post free on application.

PROVINCIAL REPRESENTATIVES
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LOVAT DICKSON LTD.

STAGE 8 NEW ONE-ACT
MANAGEMENT PLAYS OF 1936
By Peter Bax 5/ Ed.by William Armstrong 3[6

/%

ORGANISING an AMATEUR THEATRE SOCIETY

S/ . By Dorothy G. Mason and 5/
5 W. Jenkins Gibson . &
(@i
2
MODERN MAKE-UP FOR 3 PUTTING ON A PLAY
STAGE AND SCREEN 5 By Four Expert Writers 3/6
Bgf N. E.B. Wolters 8/6 F Foreword by Geoffrey Whitworth

RN 38 BEDFORD STREET W.C.2.

Crown 8vo. —_— 1s. net each

An Entirely New
18th Century Wardrobe

Specially recommiended for Drama Festivals
TEATIME YESTERDAY END OF COURAGE
By H. C. G. STEVENS By T. B. MORRIS

THE FRIENDS OF VALERIE LANE
By DOLLOND PARSONS

Crown 8vo. —_— Is. net each

DOREEN ERROLL

Complete lists sent on application. U

= Russell Square, W.C.1 o
FREDERICK MULLER, LTD. i il
29 GREAT JAMES STREET, W.C.1. 3 (Museum 1789)
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H CURTAINS =
And how to use them with the necessary adjuncts = Costu meS
= FOR STAGE SETTINGS B
B By FRANK NAPIER, Formerly of the ‘Old Vic!' E
B 5 absolute necessity to every society”’—Awmatour Theatre g
= Crown 8vo. _ 3s. 6d, net = DOREEN ERROLL
= By the same author— 2 Y e
= NOISES OFF ~ Comibine
= Crown 8vo. —_ 3s, 6d. net = HISTORICAL ACCURACY (\
W NEW ONE-ACT PLAYS :— = With
OZYMANDIAS THE KING = DRAMATIC EFFECT
By DOROTHY HEWLETT =
- WHEN DID YOU LAST SEE =
YOUR FATHER ? .
by JOMN DAVISOX = Complete Sets for
Author of The Brontes of Haworth Parsonage = 100 Pe'riOd Pldys
THE FISHERMAN'S WIFE B
By T. H. STAFFORD g and
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PITMAN BOOKS

For Lovers of Pageantry

HOW TO MAKE A PAGEANT
By MARY KELLY

An experienced pageant composer and producer
has written a volume which is as fascinating as it
is helpful. Full of essentially practical inform-
ation on Production, Casting, Costume, Organiz-
ation, Business Management etc., and written
in an intensely readable manner, it should be in
the hands of all who, whether as spectators or
participants, are interested in pageant-making.

112 pp., illustrated. 5/- net (by post 5/4).

HISTORIC COSTUMING
By NEVILLE TRUMAN
This is a vade mecum upon fashions and styles of
costumes from the times of the Greeks and
Romans up to the beginning of George V’s reign.
“A handy and compact work of reference,”” says
Mr. C. B. COCHRAN in a foreword. All pro-
ducers and actors—professional and amateur—
dress designers, pageant workers, etc., will find
it full of information on all matters concerning
period dress. 152 pp., 300 illustrations.
10/6 net. (by post 44/-).

Order from a bookseller, or direct from
PITMAN, Parker St., Kingsway, London, W.C.2

Valerie Prentis and Enid Barr
Present
LECTURE DEMONSTRATIONS

on
COSTUME

® CLOTHES AND THE PLAYER,

“ From Cote-Hardie to Crinoline.”—A lecture
demonstration of general interest on costume
and movement, particularly suited to Drama
Schools and Dramatic Societies.

® FOUNDING A STAGE WARDROBE.,

Some basic notes on stage costume in a simple
demonstration on practical methods of cut and
construction.

@ CLOTHES & HOW THEY WORE THEM.

Some pages from the history of Costume and
Manners, presented in such a way as to give
life and reality to an unusual subject, arranged
to appeal to both Junior and Senior forms.

Other Lecture Demonstrations on any aspect
or period of costume can be arranged.

Write for LECTURE SYLLABUS
to 10, Charlbert Street, St. John’s Wood, N.W.8

THE

GUIDE TO PLAYS
FOR AMATEURS

Revised Edition 1/~ Post Free.

Many of the One-Act Plays are entered ‘
for the annual Festival, and past awards |

include:
‘¢“ON THE HIGH ROAD’ (1932) ... dst
‘“ MURDER TRIAL” (1933) 2nd ||
“NOT THIS MAN”’ (1935) ... 1st ||
‘“ AND SO TO WAR"”’ ... (1936) . 2nd

A Complete List of Sacred Plays for
Church Dramatic Societies - Post Free

List of Plays for All-Male Casts Post Free
List of Plays for All-Women Casts

Post Free |

List of Plays for Schools (Boys,
Girls and Juvenile), Scouts and
Boys’ Clubs - Post Free

(Prize-Winning and original plays suitable for

publication are always carefully considered).

NEW RELEASES

CHINESE WHITE - - - 8M. 1F., ete.
WHITE CARGO - - - 9M. 4F.
THE EMPEROR OF MAKE

BELIEVE - - - 9M. 5F.
FIVE STAR FINAL - - 16M. 10F.
MRS. HOLLY’S HUSBAND - 3M. 4F.

+THE TWO MRS. CARROLLS 3M. 5F.
*ANTHONY AND ANNA - - BM. 2F.

% Restricted in certain fowns.

James B. Pinker & Son

TALBOT HOUSE
ARUNDEL STREET
LONDON :: W.C.2




DEANES’ PLAYS and DRAMA BOOKS

A Textbook of Stagecraft, \ Home-made Lighting Apparatus for
by Susan Richmond 3s. 9d. | the Amateur Stagde,
The Play Produced, \‘ by Angus Wilson 3s. 9d.
by John Fernald 3s. 10d. |
| Manners and Movements in Costume
On English Costume, ‘ Plays, by I. Chisman and H. E.
by Mary Kelly 9s. 9d. Raven-Hart 3s. 9d.

FULL LENGTH  Over 250 Plays ONE ACT

of all kinds from which

PLAYS to select "“’—“PLAYS
« PLAYS AND THEIR PLOTS ”.

Booklet giving Synopsis, Cast, etc., sent free on Application

H. F. W. DEANE & SONS The Year Book Press Ltd.
31, Museum Street, London, WwW.C1.

Contemporary One-Act Plays from Nine Countries

Edited by PERCIVAL WILDE. 7/6 unet.

« Must be considered the most important collection of one-act plays published in recent years.
Included are three plays from the United States, four from the British Isles, and one each from
Germany, Austria, Hungary, France, and Russia. Mr. Percival Wilde contributes an admirably
analytical commentary on the drama of each country and the work of each playwright represented.
| am not sure that Mr. Wilde’s analyses are not alone worth the price of the book.””—Amatenr Theatre.

Eight Prize-winning One-Act Plays
Edited by HUGH S. QUEKETT. 5/~ nct.

Each of the plays has won a prize or trophy at one or more of the following festivals : Harrogate
Buxton, Welwyn, Blackpool, Morecambe, and Whitley Bay.  One of them reached the Old Vic
Final of the B.D.L.’s National Festival. There are three dramas, a comedy-thriller, a fantasy, a
caricature, an ** impressionism * and a farce. The Editor is Secretary of the Stock Exchange Dramatic
and Operatic Society.

Practical Stagecraft for Amateurs

By JEYAN BRANDON-THOMAS. Preface by MARIE TEMPEST. 5/- nel.
«A first-rate book. | doubt if a man more fitted for the job of writing it could have been found. His
experience of all branches of the stage (big and little) has been exceptionally wide, with the result that
he remains human.”’—JOHN BOURNE (dmatenr Theatre).
Full details of iese and other new drama books free on application to

HARRAP, 182 HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1




BRITISH DRAMA LEAGUE CO

EASTERN AREA DIVISIO

PRELIMINARY FESTIVAL AT HOUNS

1. The Mereleigh Players present:
“ Five-at -The George "

By Stuart Ready
Landlord; ... ... DprER RivBRS ‘
Captain Standish ... REGINALD SHEATH ’
Merridew ... JouN F1TzPATRICK fi |
Mrs. Vane ... EraeL WEATHERS
Gilbert Weir ... FrEDERICK WALDEN
Elsie Weir . PEVIETS GRACE
Police Inspector ... " RoGer KENNY
Producer : MARY BENTLEY.
Scene : The “George Hotel” at Crewsworth in Sussex
2. The Questors present:
: . x)
Scenes from ¢ Twelfth Night
By William Shakespeare
IFeste (A Clown) 2o PHILTP ATTEN
Malvolio (Steward to Olivia) o S, SAEDERS
Sir Toby Belch s ... Crirrorp FOREMAN
Sir Andrew Aguecheek i oo L Cyron THEMES 1
Maria (Lady-in-Waiting to Ohvm) ... Berry MERGY
Fabian (Lord in Attendance on Olivia) ... Liexer Loekn
The Countess Olivia ... ... Mary BENNETT 3
Producer : ALFRED EMMET. ‘
Scene |: A room in Olivia’s House (late evening) !

Scene 2: Olivia’s Garden (next morning)

Scene 3: Olivia’s Garden (two hours later)

Scene 4: Another Room in Olivia’s House (an hour later)
Scene 5: Olivia’s Garden (same afternoon)

Costumes designed by Audrey Perkins Settings designed by Alfred Emmet
Wardrobe Mistress: Mildred Emmet Stage Manager: Fred Robinson

Price of Progran



"lMUNITY THEATRE FESTIVAL

SO D B OUTER SECTION

LOW FEBRUARY I8th, 1937

3. The Hestrions present:

‘“ Saturday Night”

By Philip Johnson

Jane Bryce ... Gwen Frence
-~ JimeBryce . ... Rairpm LaABpON
Mrs. Viallanee - e e TG ROLD

Bert ... JoHN DEAN

Producer : GEORGE GREIG,

Scene : A room in a Cottage in one of the poorest quarters of a large City

Time : A Saturday in late November. 5.30 p.m.

Adjudication by Mr, HOWIESON CULFF

FELERNGET U RE

FOR THE. USE OF TEAMS
K ENEBAL Y EEN T~ BY

Messrs. ETHERINGTONS LTD:
HIGH STREET, HOUNSLOW

TWO DATES TO REMEMBER:

WEDS., 7th APRIL : SCALA THEATRE : Divisional Final
MON., 3rd MAY : SCALA THEATRE : Area Final

me 4 x 3d.



DRAMATIS
P ERSON ALY

A leading part is played by

light in the interpretation of |

any play, and experienced pro-
| ducers realise that the success
of their productions largely
| depends upon this vital factor.

"You can obtain any type of

stage lighting equipment on |

| hire from The Strand Electric |
| Co. Ltd., on extremely moder- |

| ate terms . . .o 0.

wish it we can make helpful |

suggestions based on our very

| wide experience in such matters. |

51

STranD ELECTRIC

AND ENGINEERING CO, LTD,
Lighting Specialists

19-24 and 28, Floral Street, London, W.C.2.

‘Grams
“ Spotlite, Rand, London ™

"Phone
Temple Bar T464

and if you |

NQ[SOH BOOE(S——'

THE ENGLISH
THEATRE

by Prof. ALLARDYCE NICOLL, the Only

complete history of its subject. With anno-

tated list of London theatres, past and present,

full bibliography, index, and 12 illustrations.
Only 6s. net.

COMMON SENSE
ABOUT DRAMA

A new “Little Theatre ” Series volume by
L. A. G. STRONG. Robert Speaight calls it

€ -

invaluable to the seasoned theatregoer, giving

him new angles of appreciation on what he has

already seen.” 2s. 6d. net.

PRELUDE TO .BallEl

by Arnold Haskell

THE AMATEUR ACTOR

2s. 6d. net.

(2nd impression) 3s. 6d. net.

by Frances Mackenzie

are further volumes in the famous  Little
Theatre ” Series. Full details of this series,
also Nelson’s list of plays and books on drama,
can be obtained post free by sending a card to
Thomas Nelson and Sons, Ltd.—

35 PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C4




BRITISH DRAMA [.EAGUE

COSTUMES

OVER 2,000
STAGE
COSTUMES
500 B.C. to 1800 A.D.

For further information

apply:
COSTUME MANAGER

DRAMA SCHOOLS

1937

BRIGHTON
ILKLEY
TAUNTON
DONCASTER
‘LONDON
PLYMOUTH
*EASTBOURNE
*OXFORD
®Residential Holiday Schools.

The above list is subject to revision

Apply to the Schools’ Organizer
for Prospectuses

PLAY-WRITING

BOOKSHOP

POSTAL COURSE

A Student who has recently completed the Course writes :

“T enjoyed the Course and benefitted a great deal
from it. It is excellent and I should never hesi-
tate to recommended it.”’

The Complete Course consists of 12 Lessons with

exercises and Critical Advice. Special attention to

individual requirements. The Fee is £7 T 0
to Members of the League.

A SHORT COURSE

is also available, consisting of the same material as
that included in the Complete Course, but with fewer
exercises.

Fee Four Guineas to Members of the League.

Prospectus FREE on application. .

PLAYS and BOOKS
OF ALL KINDS

Supplied at
Short Notice

Prompt attention to postal enquiries.
Apply :
BOOKSHOP MANAGER

| 9, FITZROY SQUARE, LONDON, W.1.




THE EVENT OF THE YEAR

CORONATION
PROCESSION

SEATS TO VIEW

the Coronation
Procession can
be had along
the Route at

Reasonable Prices

EXCELLENT POSITIONS
FOR VIEWING

Private Rooms for Parties can be
had as well as Seats on Stands

Full Particulars with
Seating Plans from

The Organiser (Dept. B.D.L.)
NATIONAL THEATRE APPEAL

50 PALL WIALL, EONDON, S.Y/.1
Phones: Whitehall 6364 and 7545

Al Profits to the National Theatre Appeal Fund

7




THOSE WHO KNOW

obtain their Costumes

Yo

SIMMONS

Leading Theatrical (ostumiers & Wigmakers since 1,5 7

B. J. Simmons & Co., Ltd., 7-8, King Street, Covent Garden,
Historical and Theatrical Costumiers. London,————W.C.2.

For ALL West End Successes
~ YOU want Best Seats
WE have them

Now Released for Amateur Production

GOOD NIGHT VIENNA

The Radio, Film and Stage Success
Write for particulars to 43 Poland Street, W.1

KEITH PROWSE

Prof. Music Dept.—48 POLAND STREET, W.1
Prof. Instrument Dept.—5 COYENTRY STREET, W.1
Head Office : 159 NEW BOND STREET, W.1 (REGent 6000) Branches Everywhere

8




" FESTIVAL

DJUDICATION is carried out by Judges appointed by the Central
Festival Committee, and is based on a maximum of one hundred
marks allocated under the following headings:

(1) CHOICE OF PLAY, 10

The marks under this heading will be allocated for the dramatic merit of the play
and the originality shown by the Society in its choice.

Entrants who contemplate the presentation of an extract from a longer play are
reminded that an extract which is complete in itself as regards plot and character-
isation is desirable. ; :

While entrants should guard against allowing their ambition to outrun their
capabilities, they should realise that credit will be freely given to experimental
work, whether in the choice of new plays, translations or examples of new forms of
technique and stage craft.

Tt should be remembered that one of the aims of the Festival is *“ To encourage
the progressive element in the Amateur Theatre.”

(2) STAGE PRESENTATION, 10

3

S

{4) ACTING, 40

Includes such factors as stage setting, properties, lighting, costume and make-up.

While the adjudicators will appreciate the fact that the effect of plays must often
suffer as a result of being presented under strange conditions, the stage setting and
lighting should contain sufficient indication of what the producer would achieve
under ideal conditions. Within these limitations, adjudicators will be on the look
out for touches of detail such as give atmosphere to a production. They will also
look for indications of an appreciation of the value of lighting, other than simply
as a means of illumination.

Costumes and Make-up. The difficult conditions obtaining in the case of settings
and lighting do not apply in the case of costumes and make-up, and therefore a
high standard in this respect will be expected. Credit will be given for the appro-
priateness of the costumes to the characters and to the play, and the manner in
which they have been designed and made.

PRODUCTION, 30

Includes attention to such essentials as—Interpretations of the spirit and meaning
of the play. Team work. General pace and variation in tempo. Grouping and
movement. Making of points and sense of climax. ~Adjudicators will take account
of the greater difficulty of a play with a large cast.

Includes characterization—naturally a very important factor. Audibility of
speech, variation in tone, emphasis, gesture and movement will also be closely
watched. The acting will be adjudicated on the general level, e.g., two entrants
may present plays with six characters in each: in one case two of the six parts
may be played to perfection and four badly, and in the other case all six parts may
be played with average ability; adjudicators will favour the average, smoother
performance. For this reason adjudicators will expect a very high level indeed from
societies who present a play with a minimum cast allowed by Rule B2.

{5) DRAMATIC ACHIEVEMNENT, 10

A good standard in the above sections is possible and yet the performance may
lack that unity and effectiveness which turn a satisfactory production into one of
outstanding dramatic achievement. This section covers the general impression
made upon the judge by the performance as a whole.



: President :
LORD HOWARD DE WALDEN

THE .
BR]IT][SHDRAM A LEAGUE

Hon. T_reasurer: Chairman of the Council : Director :
ALEC L. REA VISCOUNT ESHER GEOFFREY WHITWORTH

FESTIVAL COMMITTEE

Pyesident : S}R BARRY JACKSON

Chasrman : GEOFFREY WHITWORTH "s

Hon. Treasurer: S. N. WHITEHEAD Secretary : Miss FRANCES BRIGGS

Miss M. BENNETT Scottish C. M, HAINES : Westersn

G.W.]. FARQUHARSON % Area 'W. BUSHILL MATTHEWS % Area

Joun HIRST Northern Miss FLORENCE SMITH Eastern

B. L. SUTCLIFFE ; Area . ALFRED E. J. EMMET z Area

D. T. MORRIS Welsh Miss MARY KELLY

E. ]. PHILLIPS Area C. B. PUrRDOM

GEORGE O. SHARMAN

HE aim of the British Drama League is to assist the development of the Art
of the Theatre and to promote a right relation between Drama and the Life of

the Community.

MEMBERSHIP of the League is open to all persons who are concerned with™
the practice or enjoyment of the Art of the Theatre, and may be acquired by

the payment of an annual subscription of £1 1s. :

IMILARLY, any organised society or group of not less than ten persons may

become affiliated to the Drama League, and as an affiliated body shall acquire
and exercise all the privileges afforded by the League. These include free receipt
of “Drama” monthly, the use of the League’s Library, Costume Department, -
Information Bureau, etc. The minimum affiliation fee is £1 1s. <

Further particulars, whether in regard to the League or the
Festival, may be had post free on application to the Secretary,

9 FITZROY SQUARE, LONDON, W.1.
Telephone : Museum 5022



